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DEFINITIONS:

Scope: Outlines who the test is for.

Element: Outlines the overall skill set to be examined.

Range: Bullet pointed specific skills to be examined.

SCOPE: The PTGA Driving Small Boats/Zodiacs qualification and license is designed

specifically for personnel driving small boats or zodiacs to support land or ship-
based operations in the polar regions or during expedition cruise operations

worldwide.

To earn the PTGA license, candidates are examined in their ability to
competently prepare, use, and manage small boats/zodiacs during polar or

expedition cruise operations with and without guests.

Once achieved The PTGA Driving Small Boats/Zodiacs license is an industry
specific internationally relevant safety management and operational
competency incorporating standard maritime protocols and procedures. This
license is the industry gold standard for small boat operations.

Special Notes:

i.  This award is considered the basic operational level required to be able to safely drive small boat/
zodiacs with and without passengers in moderate conditions not more than 3nm offshore or from an
attending vessel.

il. A small boat/zodiac is an inflatable or hardshell vessel 7m or less with an outboard motor/s that
may be driven by a tiller or center console.

iil. This award is a valuable and relevant examination and qualification for crew and shipping company staff
driving small boat/zodiacs as part of their job in any region.

iv. PTGA Advanced Driving - Polar Endorsement is strongly encouraged as a critical partner qualification
for any drivers working in polar regions.

v. This award does not dictate whether the motor is a pull start or an electric start.
vi. The PTGA encourages all drivers to carry a personal throw bag and know how to use it.

VII.

=

The PTGA encourages all drivers to understand the operating limitations of the flotation device they
choose to wear during any operation.
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PREREQUISITES: e Current First Aid Certificate
¢ PTGA - Working with Small Boats/Zodjiacs
e PTGA - Radio and Satellite Phone Communications
e PTGA - Navigation Skills
CROSS CREDIT: Any internationally recognized qualifications that include components to the level of

the Scope or higher. See Cross Credit Matrices.
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ELEMENTS & PERFORMANCE CRITERIA: m—

Element 1 - Personally prepare for driving operations.

1.1 Demonstrate personal preparedness and professional presentation.
e Present with suitable attire for conditions.
e Personal clothing and equipment are maintained and organized.

e Demonstrate knowledge of the type of PFD chosen and its benefits and limitations.
In particular in the event of being under an upturned small boat/zodiac.

e Understand the reasons for, and option to wear waders or a dry suit.

e Demonstrate radio is suitably protected and attached for effective use.

e C(arries spare crucial clothing items for self or passengers including sunscreen if applicable.
e Demonstrate knowledge of expected conditions at the operating location.

e (Carries a navigation device or has a strategy to solve given navigation problems.

Element 2 - Prepare and check a small boat/zodiac for driving operations.

2.1 Demonstrate the ability to pre-check the zodiac/small boat and start the engine.
e Checkthe location and condition of zodiac safety equipment.
e Checkinflation valves are turned to the required setting.
e Check battery connections.
e Checkthe air vent and cap on the fuel tank.
e Demonstrate the ability to lower the engine and check any locking mechanism.
e Demonstrate pumping fuel to prime the engine.
e Check that the kill cord is attached correctly and that a spare is available.
e Demonstrate throttle use.
e Check water is running through the cooling system once started.
e Demonstrate idling the engine until warmed up if required.

e Check for bow or other lines in the water before driving.
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Element 3 - Drive a small boat/zodiac for basic operations
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transporting passengers to shore, ship, or cruise.

3.1 Demonstrate safe driving maneuvers in a range of conditions and up to moderate speeds.

Demonstrate kill cord attachment.

Demonstrate engaging forward and reverse gears.
Demonstrate smooth control of the throttle for any maneuvers.
Demonstrate standing and seated driving positions.
Demonstrate forward turning left and right turns.
Demonstrate reversing with left and right turns.

Demonstrate ability to use gears and steering to spin the small boat/zodiac in a tight arc
(<double boat length).

Demonstrate ability to hold small boat/zodiac in position with moderate wind and/or current.

Demonstrate ability and confidence to drive small boat/zodiac on the plane with and
without passengers.

3.2 Demonstrate MOB briefing and rescue procedures.

Demonstrate a clear MOB briefing to passengers or the Assessor.
Demonstrate effective rescue of a person/MOB.
Demonstrate the use of a throw bag with an initial bag throw and a coiled re-throw.

Demonstrate effective self-rescue.

3.3 Demonstrate ability to drive a small boat/zodiac to and from a landing site and have
strategies for shallow water approach and departure.

Demonstrate seeking landing site information.

Demonstrate suitable boat speed for the conditions.

Demonstrate controlled driving in shallow drive.

Demonstrate disengaging gears to control speed.

Demonstrate stopping the engine when required.

Demonstrate lifting the engine at the correct time.

Demonstrate self-push-off from the landing site and controlled boat entry.
Demonstrate controlled lower of the engine.

Demonstrate reversing in shallow drive.
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3.4 Demonstrate ability to approach a gangway/platform/pier and
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load/unload passengers.

Demonstrate communication with ship/platform/pier before approaching if required.
Demonstrate checking for current, wind, and thruster influence (if applicable).
Demonstrate or explain strategies to avoid “waking” other small boats/zodiacs or self.
Demonstrate controlled approaches.

Demonstrate safe docking and line attachment if applicable.

Demonstrate correct tiller management for the conditions.

Demonstrate effective communication of any embarkation/disembarkation
requirements to passengers.

Demonstrate a system for checking passenger PFD compliance.

Demonstrate physical and verbal control of any passengers during all driving activities
and transition zones.

Demonstrate controlled embarkation and disembarkation of passengers.
Demonstrate safe detachment of lines.

Demonstrate departure in a safe and controlled manner.

*A transition zone is any time or activity where people are moving from one state to another and coming into or leaving the
driver's control.

3.5 Demonstrate ability to transfer passengers safely to another small boat/zodiac on the water.

Demonstrate correct positioning of small boat/zodiac according to conditions and
orientation of the other vessel.

Demonstrate three methods of connection to another small boat/zodiac.
Demonstrate effective transfer procedure briefing to passengers.

Demonstrate a safe transfer.

3.6 Demonstrate knowledge of strategies for driving safely alone or in pairs when distant from
ship, shore, or in limited visibility.

Understand the benefits of driving with a “buddy” or in pairs.
Explain how to travel in a pair and strategies to keep track of each other..

Explain strategies and safety considerations for driving alone.
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Element 4 - Anchor, de-anchor, or attach a small boat/zodiac to
shore, ship, or another zodiac.

4.1 Demonstrate strategies and theory of anchoring/de-anchoring, tying or clipping
a small boat/zodiac.

e Demonstrate strategies for anchoring and anchor lifting.
e Demonstrate three ways to attach a small boat/zodiac to another boat.
e Demonstrate tying boat line(s) around a fixed object ashore or on a vessel.

e Explain options to either leave an engine down or raised when anchoring/de-
anchoring, tying, or clipping to another object.

4.2 Demonstrate knots for small boat/zodiac use.
e Bowline.
e Round turn and two half hitches.
e Double half hitch on a bight.
e C(love hitch.

Element 5 - Towing or being towed.

5.1 Demonstrate strategies and theory for towing (or being towed by) another small
boat/zodiac or vessel.

e Demonstrate an approach in a controlled manner with awareness of wind and waves.

e Demonstrate three different attachment methods and understand the advantages and
limitations of each.

e Demonstrate towing alongside and behind and explain suitability for a short distance
vs long distance tow.

Element 6 - Solve basic issues with the engine or zodiac to ensure safety
and time efficiency.

6.1 Demonstrate ability to problem solve basic engine problems.
e A disconnected fuel line.
e An unattached kill cord.
e An empty fuel tank.

e Check the battery or other electrical connections.

6.2 Knowledge of how to deal with a pontoon puncture.

e Explain strategies to transfer air around pontoons and why you would or would not do this.
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Element 7 - Knowledge of capsize procedure.
7.1 Know key actions and can explain priorities in the event of a small boat/zodiac capsize.

e (alling for help.

e Checking the air pocket under the boat.

e How to get on top of the capsized boat.

e Counting the passengers.

e Coordinate rescue response.

7.2  Explain the methods and risks associated with righting a capsized small boat/zodiac.

Element 8 - Regulations and legal requirements for operators of
small boats/zodiacs.

8.1 Demonstrate knowledge of any local regulations and/or legal requirements.
e Demonstrate knowledge of COLREGS outlined in the PTGA driver’s resource document

e Demonstrate knowledge of the scope of IMO regulations and how this relates to a given location.

8.2 Demonstrate basic knowledge of maritime navigation aids.

e Explain the number of buoyage systems with International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation
and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) and how to determine the region (e.g. North America/Australia).

e Explain the principles of buoyage direction and how it relates to IALA regions (entering or exiting a
harbour).

e Identify both a port hand marker and a starboard hand marker in the different IALA regions.

e Distinguish a lateral marker from a cardinal marker and explain which action would be taken when
approaching specific markers.

e Describe how to use a navigtion lead (range markers).
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