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Polar Endorsement  
for Sea Kayak Guiding 
2025/26 Edition 

DEFINITIONS: 

Scope: Outlines who the test is for. 

Element: Outlines the overall skill set to be examined.  

Range:     Bullet-pointed specific skills to be examined.  
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SCOPE: The PTGA Sea Kayak Guide – Polar Endorsement is a polar-specific 
endorsement for an already qualified sea kayak guide. This qualification 
endorses their ability to operate in the polar environment with the relevant 
knowledge and skils. Any guide being assessed for this endorsement will already 
be proficient and competent with their personal kayak skills and have competent 
guiding skills ratified by an external sea kayak guiding qualification or a Portfolio 
of Evidence supporting these abilities. 

PREREQUISITES: • Emergency Care Qualification (>40 hour course) 

• A recognized Sea Kayak Guide Certificate and/or POE supporting competence to 
this level 

• >100 days guiding (polar or non-polar) including high-impact coastline and open 
seas 

• >20 excursions logged in polar environments 

• PTGA - Radio and Satellite Phone Communications 

• PTGA - Navigation Skills  
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• PTGA - Thematic Interpretation 

Special Notes: i. PQ Driving Small Boats/Zodiacs and Advanced Driving Endorsement  
 – Support a Sea Kayak Operation is preferable for ship-based 
           operations but not essential. 

CROSS CREDIT: If the guiding certificate covers prerequisites candidates may be cross credited in to 
assessment.
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ELEMENTS & PERFORMANCE CRITERIA: 

Element 1 – Planning and Preparation. 

1.1 Demonstrate a client briefing on sea kayaking in polar environments. 

• Personal equipment and clothing. 

• Environmental conditions, risks and operating procedures (brash ice, pack ice, ice-bergs, glaciers, 

cold water immersion). 

• Client expectation management. 

• Wildlife etiquette practice and procedures as per IAATO/AECO guidelines. 

• Assessment of the client’s physical ability and mental state of readiness for polar excursions. 

1.2 Personally prepare for leading a polar excursion/trip. 

• Demonstrate suitable attire for the conditions. 

• Carries spare clothing for self and clients. 

• Explain heating and sustenance strategies.  

• Demonstrate knowledge of expected weather condition for the outing. 

• Demonstrate an effective method for carriage and use of communications devices. 

• Explain a plan for dealing with a shore stranding.  

• Demonstrate effective liaison and instructions with key support staff. 

Element 2 – Demonstrate and/or explain launch and retrieval techniques and safety 
management for a sea-kayak group in a given polar environment. 

• Launch from a vessel. 

• Launch from a zodiac. 

• Launch from a beach. 

• Launch from an ice floe or ice edge.  
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Element 3 – Identify and explain risks and management strategies  
for various ice and weather conditions. 

• Pack ice, fast ice, brash ice, icebergs and bergy bits, glacial fronts, the effect of 

current or wind on all of the above, sudden downslope winds, and avalanche 

potential from adjacent slopes.. 

Element 4 – Identify and explain risks and management strategies for common 
polar mammals relevant to the area of operation. 

 Element 5 – Identify and explain risks and management strategies for cold 
water immersion. 

• Mitigation measures and options for evacuation. 
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