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WETTAP Factors

Observation
What is happening now?

What are the conditions?
- Prevailing weather?
. Forecast weather?
. Sea state? (chop, swell, direction, and current)
. Tide Predictions
. Ice, seaice, and icebergs

Weather, Sea, and
Ice Conditions

What equipment is available and what is its
condition?
« Personal equipment
Safety equipment
Guest clothing
Zodiacs: boats and motors
Shore & shore stranding gear

Equipment

What specific terrain features are at the site?
- What is the gradient of areas guests will be in?
. Is there any exposure?
- What is the surface condition: loose, slippery?
- What wildlife is present?
. Do adjacent hazards exist?

Terrains & Traps

What do we plan to do?
- What are the purpose and objectives of this
activity?
. Is there anything we must or must not do?
- Why are we undertaking this activity here?

Activity

What is the composition of the group?
. Are there any high risk individuals?
« Any pre-existing injuries or conditions?
- What are the mobility levels?

People

Comprehension
What is of concern?

Quantifiable factors e.g.: wind speed

Trends, is anything forecast to get worse or visibly
deteriorating?

Do the prevailing and forecast conditions match the
objectives of the activity?

Is anything broken?

Are quantities adequate?

Is the equipment fit for purpose?

Are there backups, substitutes or repair capabilities at
hand?

Does the equipment pair with staff skills and training?

How familiar is the terrain?

Is the team suitably prepared and trained?

Are there any known traps or history of incidents?
How will risks be managed?

What are terrain issues?

Could hazards be hidden?

What needs to be briefed?

Are there escape plans and contingencies?

Are planned activities within our operator’s permit
conditions?

Are there bio-security issues with this activity?

Mental alertness and physical state of the guests, staff
and crew

Are the skills and ability of guests and team adequate?
Are there any red flags?

Could language barriers present an issue?

Projection
What may happen next?

« What might result from the projected combination of
weather and ice conditions?

- How might a change in one or more condition after the
situation and risk?

- What does history or experience in this location add to
the assessment?

- How does the type, condition and availability of

equipment fit the prevailing and forecast conditions?
- What might result from any equipment failure or loss?
- Would different equipment change any risk factors?

- What might happen with guests across a range of
mobility?

- What potential incidents might occur and how would
individuals and teams respond?

- What would managing an incident look like in this
terrain?

- What are possible scenarios and outcomes for the
planned activities at this site?

- What are possible incidents that could unfold?

- Are the emergency plans and contingencies feasible in
this scenario?

How could any of the observed human factors affect the
risk of an incident and a potential response?
Are there ways the group could be changed or managed
that might lower risk and improve outcomes?
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